2                         CHRONOLOGY OF  FAILURE
In a general way it was perhaps inevitable that the winter
should be a period of let-down in the Allied camp. The Nazi
colossus had overwhelmed Poland, but then it had paused.
Was it really as invincible as its engineers pretended? Or was
its mechanized might subject to apparently trifling but perhaps
vital defects? Lack of high octane gasoline for airplanes? Or
lack of the necessary real rubber for tires? Or lack of molyb-
denum or some other recondite metal necessary in making
armor plate for tanks? Everyone began to hope so. People
said to each other that this was not a war like that of 1914-18.
It was not a war of men, or even of opposing engines of de-
struction, but of national reserves, of empires, of colored areas
on maps,
Cries of alarm were heard from the Low Countries from
time to time* But afterwards word would spread in London
and Paris that some unusual concentration of German troops
had been ended, or that the fifth columnists suspected of being
about to stage a putsch had been arrested. In any case, King
Leopold and Queen Wilhelmina clung to the thesis that they
must act as though they were equally menaced by both Ger-
many and the Allies, though, of course, they knew in their
hearts that this was simply not so. Paris and London did not
insist on a showdown by informing the two rulers that unless
staff plans for joint military action in an emergency had been
perfected before that emergency arose, the British and French
Armies would not come to their aid but would wait the Ger-
man shock on the Franco-Belgian frontier. It wan easier not to
adopt such a strong attitude, just as it had been easier not to